DELAWARE HYERID FIELD CORN PERFORMANCE TRIALS - 2008

The 2008 Delaware hybrid field corn trials were conducted jointly by the University of Delaware's Agricultural
Experiment Station and the Delaware Cooperative Extension Service, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Eighty hybrids were evaluated at three locations: Dickerson Farms at Dover, DE (center pivot irrigation); Jackewicz Farms
at Magnolia, DE (center pivot irrigation); and Research & Education Center at Georgetown, DE (lateral move irrigation).
Hybrids were divided into three maturity groups; early (26 entries), early-medium (33 entries), and medium/medium-late
(21 entries). Plans and rules for entering these trials are available upon request.

Methodology

A randomized complete block design with four replications was used in all tests. Four row plots were planted with
a Monosem airplanter. The center two rows of each plot were harvested with a small plot combine. Tillage and cultural
practices are noted in Table 1. Weather information is summarized in Tables 2 and 3. Data were analyzed by analysis of
variance and hybrids were ranked by vield in each test.

Traits Measured

Yield was recorded in bushels per acre on the basis of 56 Ib/bu and adjusted to 15.5% moisture.

% moisture is the actual percentage of grain harvest moisture determined by a grain analysis computer.
Yield/moisture (Y/M) is the yield in bu/A (adjusted to 15.5% moisture) divided by the grain harvest moisture.
Final population is the plant population per acre.

% stalk lodging is the percentage of stalks that were broken below the ear.

% root lodging is the percentage of plants that had lodged more than 30 °.

% ear drop is the percentage of ears found on the ground before harvesting.
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